
 

V
O

L
U

M
E

 

11 
 

Feb 23 

2024 

 
CONTACT US 
 

905-294-1886 
Guidance  x 515 
 
 

markham.dhs@yrdsb.ca 

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD 
Gabrielle McGill  (A—Hs) 
gabrielle.mcgill@yrdsb.ca 
 

 
COUNSELLORS 
 

Jim Buie  (Hu—Mo) 
james.buie@yrdsb.ca 
 
Marc Weinstein  (Mu—So) 
marc.weinstein@yrdsb.ca 
 
Anna Flikas   (Sir—Z) 
anna.flikas@yrdsb.ca 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

Students can make appointments online using Teach Assist.  
●     Have your child log in to their Teach Assist account 
●     Under the sub-heading “Appointment Bookings”    
●     Click on the day and time the student wants to have their appointment  (if the  
        appointment slot is highlighted in blue). If there are no appointments  
        displayed,  then you will have to select another day, as all counsellors have  
         been booked for that day.   
  You will see shaded in blue “All open appointments”. Choose the appropriate    
        alpha Guidance counsellor (based on your child’s last name) from the list on  
        the left.  
●     If the student needs to cancel their appointment for any reason, click “cancel”.   
  
If your child has any trouble making their online appointment, please let us know.     

COURSE SELECTIONS 
 

Course selections are now closed.  Guidance will not be re-opening course      
planners to make any adjustments to courses.  
 
The next and final opportunity to make changes to your courses for the 2024-25 
academic year, will be in the Spring through the course verification process.  We 
will briefly outline the process in an upcoming bulletin.  

OUAC/OCAS 
The OUAC/OCAS transmissions have successfully gone through. It is the student’s 
responsibility to report any errors regarding their accounts.   
 
Students who have completed a private school course must submit their report 
card to ensure our records for your transcript are accurate.  Private schools must 
mail report cards in a sealed envelope.  We will not accept students hand-
delivering private school report cards. 



Ontario College Fair —  Evercare Centre - Hall B, Exhibition Place, Toronto 
   —  Wednesday, October 16  –  5:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. 
   —  Thursday, October 17 –  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 
 
        This is a free event, registration is not required.  

 

 

 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Community Involvement/Volunteering 

The community involvement graduation requirement is a minimum of 40 hours.    
The ministry is updating the Community Involvement Graduation Requirement policy. Community             

involvement is an important educational opportunity that allows students to develop skills and gain          
experiences to become successful and contributing members of society now and in the future.   

Therefore, there will no longer be any hours granted for paid work or for hours done in the home. 
 

***Grade 12 students:  You must complete/submit your community involvement hours as it is a          
graduation requirement. Please ensure that you complete these as soon as possible.  

See your Guidance Counselor if you have questions or concerns. 

Mental Health Awareness 

Post-Secondary Information 

If you have an immediate concern and you feel that your child is in crisis, please contact one of the following 
links or phone numbers.:  
 NEW Suicide Hotline :  Call or text 988    (https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.7043603 for more information) 

 310-COPE: 905-310-COPE (2673) or 1-855-310-COPE (2673)  

 https://www.yssn.ca/ - available 24/7    

 KidsHelpPhone:   1-800-668-6868, text 686868 - https://kidshelpphone.ca  - available 24/7    

 call 911 if immediate assistance is required. 

 

  
Graduating Students are encouraged to join our Google Classrooms: 

 
Scholarship Classroom  =   mzcxprd 
 
University Application Google Classroom  =  e5gz2ra 
 
College Application Google Classroom  =  qsyzgyr 

https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.7043603
https://kidshelpphone.ca


 

 

 
                                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

APPLY TO SHSM: bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp 

What is SHSM? 
A Specialist High Skills Majors lets students focus on a career 

path that matches their skills and interests while meeting the    

requirements of the Ontario Secondary. School Diploma (OSSD). 

Why consider SHSM? 
 Customize secondary school education to suit interests and skills 
 Complete sector recognized certifications to build your resume 
 Prepare for post-secondary opportunities 
 Explore and refine career goals 
 Earn the SHSM Distinction on their OSSD 
 Engage in fun, experiential learning with like-minded peers 
 Participation in the training and field trips is free. 



 

 



 

 


